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Happy Holidays 
 

 
 

from our home to yours. 
 

Season’s greetings to all!  
 
Happy Holidays from our home to yours!  We 
hope that 2008 has been a memorable one for 
all.  Here are some of the highlights from our 
house... 
 

 
Snowshoeing is a great family activity 
 
Connor completed a terrific third grade with a 
year-end class trip to Sandspit Fun Park in 
Cavendish which was a great kick-off to 
summer.  He is now soaring through fourth 
grade… getting a real taste of themes, projects, 
presentations, and some instruction in English 
each day for the first time.   
 

 
Connor is very creative; building with balsa wood 
 
Connor turned nine in May and continues to 
thrive on a very creative, easy going personality.  

He loves to build and create with just about 
anything… not even the contents of the blue 
recycle bags are safe!  He is also quite an artist 
and is enjoying a weekly class from Island 
artist, Maurice Bernard.  He is in a great 
catechism group and is participating in Cubs 
again this year.  He especially enjoys the special 
activities like skating, camping (winter and 
summer), talent shows, and last winter they 
even got to try out curling.  
 

 
Connor is enjoying his first season in gymnastics 
 
Connor joined a boys recreation gymnastics 
class this fall and absolutely loves it.  He had 
heard about it through some of his buddies, 
went as a guest to try it out, and was 
immediately hooked!  He is some strong! 
 

 
We held Connor’s 9th birthday at the Stratford Gym! 
 

 
Buddies forever! 

 
Connor climbing higher to pick just the right apple 
 

 
Connor has been a great help around the house 
 

 
Almost to the top of the fast Stonepark hills 
 
Chandler graduated from sixth grade in June 
(much to my disbelief!).  He had a fabulous year 
taking part in badminton, an after school French 
group with his classmates, and did a successful 
Heritage Fair project on Confederation.  
Chandler was one of a small group of students 
to receive an award for perfect attendance for 
the year!  “Graduation” was a great celebration 
for these two classes who were the first to begin 
French Immersion again (after many years) at 
Glen Stewart.  They have become a close-knit 
“family” with friendships, I hope, that last a 
lifetime.  The parents organized a fun day/BBQ 
at Tea Hill Park for the graduates and their 
families.  What a day!  Let’s just say that had  
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Chandler’s Immersion graduation BBQ party 
 
the mosquitoes not come out, the fun would 
have lasted all night long!  In September, off to 
Stonepark Junior High he went! 
 

 
Chandler and his wild buddies celebrating his 12th! 
 
Chandler turned twelve in June which meant he 
could join the Rigid Riders Mountain Biking 
Club.  This was weekly riding and training in 
Brookvale and he competed in four different 
events throughout the summer.  In September he 
tried out for the Stonepark golf team.  
Eliminations were tough… Chandler also 
started something new this fall… fencing.  It is 
such a unique sport and he is enjoying it very 
much.  Look out Olympians! 
 

 
Chandler took on a new sport this year in fencing 

 
Chandler racing with cousin Tristan on his heels 
 

 
Chandler and Connor sure love their “Sadie” 
 

 
Chandler up for a flight in C-FVLA. A future pilot? 
 

Chandler is growing up way to fast! 

It’s amazing what the scavengers can find on a beach! 
 
We ‘started’ summer with our first day of many 
at our favorite beach, Stanhope, on July 3rd with 
friends.  Between that and our good neighbors’ 
pool, the boys spent a lot of time in the water.  
They also did their annual two weeks of Red 
Cross swimming lessons in July, participated in 
two Future Links golf clinics at Fox Meadow, 
and golfed weekly in Rustico with Grampie 
(usually followed by a trip to Dairy Queen on 
the way home!  I had to quit going!).  Oh how I 
miss those days of summer! 
 

 
Toasting and cheering for the last day of school! 
 

 
The boys and Sadie enjoying a beautiful Fall day 
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Grampie and the boys out for an evening of golfing 
 

 
Chandler and Connor learned lots about boating 
 

 
All ready for the first day of school! 
 
Mark seems to get busier each year.  Great 
Hobbies likes to keep things changing and 
growing, including two trips to continue to 
develop a store in Australia and a buying trip to 
China!  Being the president of Cycling PEI, 
certainly brings with it many responsibilities.  
He is an event organizer, a leader, an official, 
becoming a coach, and a participant.  He has 
taken many courses and taken part in several 
annual events such as the Biking for Breakfast 
(school breakfast program fund raiser), Tour de 

Cabot, and numerous local events.  The Tour de 
PEI returned to us this year (with many rave 
reviews) in June and Mark was part of the 
committee, as well as an official for this world 
class event.  Mark successfully completed his 
sixth marathon in October – a veteran now, you 
know!  Whew, I don’t even try to keep track of 
his schedule anymore. 
 

 
Finishing marathon number six with a new PB 
 

 
Mark was able to get a few fun bike races in this year 
 

 
Mark in China where Chinese food is a little different 
 

 
Mark loves outdoor cooking, and we love eating it! 
(Yes, that’s my electric kettle in the wilderness!) 

I guess that leaves – me.  I am back tutoring at 
Glen Stewart full school days and after 
Christmas will return to half days.  It is very 
rewarding (and mentally tiring!).  I have 
remained a parent member on the Board of 
Directors for CHANCES for the past six years 
and have stayed as long as possible.  My term 
expires in February and so I retire with a little 
sadness, but have enjoyed every moment.  I am 
also an active member of Home and School and 
will head the committee for Teacher 
Appreciation week again this year.  Every day 
should be teacher appreciation day… they are 
my heroes.   
 

 
Me and my boys! Apple picking down near Montague 
 

 
Robin and I enjoying a drink during our trip West 
 

 
Hiking along a wooded trail somewhere in PEI 
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A great day at Shining Waters Fun Park 
 
Well, it’s official… I am no longer wise (not 
sure I ever was!) as I had my wisdom teeth 
removed in September.  I was quite nervous 
about it, but all went well and Mark and Mom 
took very good care of me.  The following week 
I was lucky enough to hit the road to Halifax 
with my sister, Janet, to see the one and only, 
Sir Elton John!  What an amazing experience – 
there are no words.  I still can’t believe it really 
happened!  
 

 
Skiing in the Canadian Rockies was breath-taking! 
 

 
The boys swimming at the West Edmonton Mall 
 

 
The Fundy National Park is a Maritime treasure 

As a family, we enjoyed two trips.  We headed 
to the west for the March Break.  We landed in 
Calgary first, where we had picturesque 
downhill skiing at Kananaskis Village complete 
with sun burned faces.  Lots of fun, but my hip 
still hurts!  From there we drove through the 
gorgeous Rockies enjoying the sites of Lake 
Louise, Banff, and Jasper.  Our final stop was 
Edmonton with friends Jim, Robin, and Ava 
(Jim is our Great Hobbies, Edmonton manager).  
We had a blast for those few days… soaked 
them up the best we could!  We shopped while 
Jim and Mark worked, had a day at the West Ed 
Water Park, a trip to IKEA (the boys still moan 
every time they hear that name!), and the grand 
finale (a surprise!) was an Edmonton Oilers 
hockey game just hours before taking the red 
eye flight back home to PEI in time to catch the 
Easter Bunny!  Whew!  
 

 
The races at Bonshaw are getting closer every year! 
 
During our ever busy summer, we managed a 
camping trip to Fundy National Park, NB.  
What a little piece of heaven that is, and not too 
far away!  We stopped at the infamous, 
Hopewell Rocks, for some great tourism photos 
and a lovely stroll along the beach of the 
world’s highest tides.  Fundy is a truly beautiful 
spot with amazing trails for all abilities.  Our 
boys are getting so big and strong now; they can 
endure quite a bit.  We enjoyed outdoor 
theatres, camp fires, Mark’s outdoor cooking 
(yum!), and most of all, no work, no phone 
calls… just us.  Together.   
 
Our sad note is the loss of Mark’s grandmother, 
Florence Doiron.  We hope that she and 
‘Grumpy’ are at peace together now.   
 

 
Nana with her Grandsons last Christmas Eve 
 
In November, we took the plunge and bought an 
’06 Honda Odyssey.  We are really old now!  
LOL!  We had been surviving on one vehicle as 

long as possible with lots of borrowing of 
Mom’s car (AKA = Grammie’s Tin Can!).  
Thanks Mom and Dad!  Anyway, the right deal 
came along.  It will sure make our cycling, 
camping and travelling easier next summer. 
 

 
We love our new Odyssey.  No, that’s not our house! 
 
Sadie continues to be a very important member 
of our family.  She loves to curl up behind your 
knees when you are lying down, eager to play 
and keeps an eye on the neighbors.  She is very 
happy to follow you around to be in the same 
room as everyone else;  she wouldn’t want to 
miss something!  
 

 
Please play with me! 
 
I guess that sums up ’08 for us and we look 
forward to the new adventures ahead in 2009!   
 
May health, happiness, and love be yours! 
 

Rhonda 
 

Merry Christmas 
And a  

Happy New Year 
 

 
The Bowlan Family…  The End  


